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PEOPLEDO SEEFLYING

SAUCERS

ThinkTheyAre
Seeing?

rangeof celestialcrockery,vegetablesand other
apparitions.

To thatextent
scepticismseem.;to be

weakening.

Butaretheyseeingwhattheythinktheyare
seeing?

Thatis the
question.

it is beingmore
generally

admitted

in the
coldest

official quartersthatthere
is no ready

explanation

for
everystrangeobjectsighted.

We mayhaveourdoubts

aboutsomeof themore
ornamental

reportsfrom United
States,wherethe

competition

in
sightingflyingsaucers

andlittle greenmenis as
intense

as in otherfieldsofAmericanlife.

The
observation

overtheYarraValleyon New.Year's
dayof a

flying mushroom

by
a veteranAustralianNational
Airwayspilotis oneof the

examples

thatbringthe whole
subjectnearerhome.

And the CivilAviation
Department's

cautious:

"Wedo
notregardthisbusiness

as a
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to thepublic

to
report

"unidentified
aerialobjects"withoutfearof

ridicule,

is
partof the

spreading recognition

of the
incompleteness

ofknowledge

of theskies.

Thereare
scientists

of the
thesethingseitherhavenophysical existence,

thatthey
are

freaks,

of lightand
reflection,

or that they are
meteorological

devicesaboutwhich
thereis no

mystery.

NaturalPhenomena

One of the
foremost authoritative

sceptics

is the
British

AstronomerRoyal,Sir Harold
SpencerJones,F.R.S.

"Thereare manynatural
phenomenawhichappearmysterious,

andfor which,insomecases,thereisas yetnosatisfactory explanation,"

sirHaroldwrotein the
Spectator

London,
in 1950,

dismissing

abookby
GeraldHeardon

flying

saucers.

"Theaccounts
of such

appearances

givenby thosewho
are

unfamiliar

withthemmay
be

strangelyunliketherealthing.The auroragorealis,

ball
lightning,

St. Elmo'sfire,
mocksunsand

parhelia,

theBroekenspectre,

a bluesunor
a bluemoon,a

bright fireball,

a
slow-moving

trainofmeteors,
for

instance,

are
sufficiently

farfromthenormal
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rangeof mostpeople's experience

to giveriseto
wonderment.

"I
receivemanyreports

of
butrarely

is an
account

of whatwasseen
sufficiently

preciseand
accurate

fora
definiteopinion

to begivenas to the
cause."

SirHaroldwenton to
ridicule

Mr, Heard'ssuggestion

thatthe flyingsaucersmight
havecomefromMars,and
thatthe

Martians

maybe
largeinsects,super-beesabout
twoinches

in
length,

andwith
a highly developed social

organisation.

"The
scientificreader,"

SirHaroldsaid,"willjettisonthewholeof thischainof
argument.

We knowenoughabout
Marsandthe

conditions

that
prevailthereto be

confident,

thatno
animallifecanexist

onit.

"As for verybig
manufacturing

plantsbeingin
operation

onMarsin
order

toturn

outdiscsin largenumbersas
is

supposed,

it is just
fantastic."

ForgetThem
Threeyearslater,the

Astronomer

Royalstillconceded
nothing

to
theoriesthat,

theflyingsaucerscamefrom
Venusor Mars—or Russia.

Writingin the
"Evening
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"I cansaywith
absolute assurance

thatnoneof these

flyingsaucerscomefrom
otherplanets.

My adviceis,foreetallaboutthem."

He
described

as
"humbug"

reports
of

"littlemen"having
landedin

Americafromflyingsaucers.Mostof the
saucers,

he said,were
observation

or
meteorological balloons.

Therewere naturalexplanations

formostof the
others,

and therewas nothing mysterious

aboutflyingsaucers.

A
corresponding

linehasbeentakenby Dr.Donald
H.Menzel.Harvardprofessorofastrophysics.Nobody,he says,

flyingsaucersandof
reporting

them.He hasseenthem
himself.

But that,saysDr. Menzel.

is notthesamethingas
believing

thattheyare
spaceships

mannedby
intelligent

beingsfromanother planet.
DistrustsReports

LikeSir HaroldSpencer
Jones,he

distrusts

the detail

of mostof the
reports that

havebeenmade,
especially

on
the

apparentspeedof thesaucers,realor
imagined.

He addedlightbeams,producing

optical "ghosts,"

to
the listof

factorswhich
mightproducethe

impression
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speedandso
erratically

that,

if theywere
aircraft,

the
suddenness

of theirmovements

wouldkillanyhumancrew.
Flyingsaucershavebeenalmosta

universal tonicotspeculation
sincetheyweresighted

in Idahoin 1947,and
thenin manyotherpartsof
theUnitedStatesandtherestof theworld.

widespread"rage,"but there
is ampleevidence

of
comparable

spectacles
long before

theybecamea
standardsubject

for
popularjest— with

a mixtureof
apprehension

encouraged

by theageof the
atom,thejet,andthe

rocket.

Notableexamplesmentioned
by Dr.Menzelincludethe"UnknownLightsof Japan"

seen
"flying"

in a longline,

and
sometimeschangingtheir

formation,

by the Britishwarship
CarolinejustsouthofKoreain 1893.

Whenthe ship'sofficersreported

theirdiscovery

atKobe,theyfoundthatthe
same

phenomena

had long
beenobserved

by
Japanese

fishermen,

andhadevenbeendescribedin Japanese schoolbooks.

Thentherewas the
"airship"

that startledOakland,
California,

in 1896.and was
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United States
in the

following

year.
It tooktheformofa

huge
bird-shapedobjectwith

a
brilliantlight

in itsnose.Asusual,the
accounts.varied.

Some
aeronauticalfanciers

in
Chicagoweresureit was

a
dirigile balloon.

The astro-

The serious investigation

now
carried

outhasledto
no firmor

revealed conclusions

thatthe modern saucers

are
tangible.

Theuseby
theUnitedStatesNavy,forexample,of

translucent plastic
balloons

100ft.highto
carryelectronicinstruments

aloftin
parachutes,

andleft
to driftin the

intensewinds

of the
stratosphere,

may well
have createdalarmingspectacles.

Researchitselfputsinto
the skiesobjectsalmostasstrange

as thosenowcoming

outof
planetary fiction.

Thecontroversy
has stimulated

inventivehoaxers.
Theremaybe a

rational

and harmlessexplanationfor
every

authenticatedpeculiarity
observed

in theseven
yearssincethe saucersgripped

currentpopularimagination.

But,despite
the

sceptism

of eminentauthorities,

learned inquiries

go on


