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PEOPLE DO SEE FLYING
SAUCERS

But Are They Seeing What They
" Think They Are Seeing?

People do see flying saucers, They do see an assorted
range of celestial crockery, vegetables and other appari-
tion.. To that cxtent scepticism seem: to be weakening,

But are they seeing what they think they are seeing?
That is the question,

In the face of expert testi-
mony, it is being more gene-
rally admitted in the coldest |
official quarters that there |
is no ready explanation for
every strange object sghted

We may have our doublis
about some of the more orna- |
mental reports from United
States, where the competition
in sighting flying saucers
and little green men is as in-
tense as in other fields of
American life. 1

The observation over the
Yarra Valley on New Year's
day of a flying mushroom by
a veteran Australian National
Airways pilot is one of the ex-
amples that bring the whole
subject nearer home,

And the Civil Aviation De-
partment's cautious: “"We do
not #egard this business as a
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nULv wELIra wlls DUsSITIESS Aas a
joke,” together with its invi-
tation to the public tp report
“unidentified aerial objects”
without fear of ridicule, is
part of the spreading recogni-
tion of the incompleieness of
knowledge of the skies,

There are scientists of the
highest repute to say that
these things either have no
physical existence, that they
are freaks of light and reflec-!
tion, or that they are meteo-
rological devices about which
there is no mystery.

Natural Phenomena

One of the foremost autho- |
ritative sceptics is the British
Astronommer Royval, Sir Har-
old Spencer Jones, F.R.S,

“There are m:hy natural
phenomena  which appear
mysterious, and for which, ‘n
some cases, there is as yet no
satisfaciory explanation,” 8ir
Harold wrote in the Spectator
London, in 1950, dismissing a
kook by Gerald Heard on fly-
ing saucers.

“The accounts of such ap-
pearances given by those who
are unfamiliar with them may
be strangely unlike the rea!
thing. The aurora gorealis,
ball lightning, St. Elmo's fire,
mock suns and parhella. the
Brocken spectre, a blue sun or
a blue moon, a bright fire-
ball, a slow-moving train of
meteors, for instance, are suffi
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TTTEYwwWs D, AWA  LILYLAEIUT, I SUIL-
ciently far from the normal
range of most people's ex-
perience to give rise to won-
derment,

“I receive many revorts of
unusual or strange pleno- |
mena; hut rarely is an  ac- |
coun; of what was seen suffi-
clently precise and accurate
for a definite opinion to be
given as to the cause.”

Sr Harold went on to ridi-
cule Mr. Heard's suggestion |
that the flving saucers might
have come from Mars, and
that the Martians may be
large insects, super-becs about
two inches in length, and with
a highly devecloped social or- |
gani=ation.

“Thie scientific reader.” SirI
Harold said, "will jettison the !
whole of this chain of arg11~|
ment. We know enouigch about
Mars and the conditions tha.lr
prevail there to be confident
that no animal life can exist
on it

“As for very big manufae.'
turing plants being in opera-
tion on Mars in order to turn
out dises in large numbers, os

' supposed, it is just fantas- |
t:c.”
|

Forget Them
Three years later, the As-
tronomer Royal stil] conced-
ed nothing to theories that
the flv.ng saucers came Imm'
Venus or Mars—or Russia
Writing in the “E\'eninn;
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Standard,” London, he said:|
“1 ecan say with absolute as-|
surance tha! none of these
flying saucers come from
other planess. Mv advice is,
forezet all about them.”

He described as “humbug”
reporis of "little men™ havine
landed in America from fiy-
Ing saucers. Most of the sau-
cers, he sa.d, were observation
or meteorological balloons.
There were natural explana-
tions for most ¢. the others,
and there was nothing mys!e-
rious about flv'ng saucers,

A corresponding lne has
been tiken by Dr Donald H
Menzel. Harvard professor of
astrophys.cs, Nobody, he =says,

'should be ashamed of seeing!
flving saucers and of report-
inz them -He has seen them
himself.

But that, says Dr, Menzel,
is not the same thing as be-
lieving that thev are space-
shir . manned by intelligent
'beings from another planet.

Distrusts Reports

Like Sir Harold Spencer
Jones, he distrusts the detalil
of most of the reports that
have been made, especially on
‘the apparent speed of the
saucers, real or imagined.

. He added light beams, pro-
ducing optical “ghosts,” to
the list of factors whieh
migh} produce the impression
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of discs moving at dizzy
speed and so erratically that,
if they were aircraft, the sud- |
‘denness of their movements|
would kill any human crew. |

Flying saucers have bee:
almost a universal topic ot
speculation since they were
sighted in Idaho in 1947, and
then in many other parts of
‘the United States and "1°
rest of the world.

There may never Lefe-e
have been a sustained and
widespread “rage.,”" but there
is ample evidence of compar-
able spectacles long before
they became a standard sub-
ject for popular jest — wirn
a mixture of apprehension
encouraged by the age of the
atom, the jet, and the rocket.

Notable examples mention-
ed by Dr. Menzel include the
“Unknown Lights of Japan”
seen ‘flving” in a long line,
and sometimes chaneging their
formation. by the British war-
ship Caroline just south of
Korea in 1893.

When the ship's officers re-
ported their discovery at
Kobe, theyv found that Llhe
same phenomena had long
been observed by Japanese
fishermen. and had even been
described in Japancse school-
books,

Then there was the *“air-
ship" that startled Oakland.
California, in 1896. and was
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ATl - FREAR WY NN Y LB AT, ikl il Vi O |
reported in other parts of the
United States in the following
'year. It took the form of al
huge bird-shaped object with|
a brilliant light in its nose, As
usual, the accounts .varied.!
Some aeronautical fanciers
in Chicago were sure it was
a dirigile balloon. The astro-
nonters pot ft downa o &
freak of starlight.

The serious Iinvestigation
now carried out has led to
'no fi'm or revealed conclu-
sions that the modern sau-
cers are langible. The use by
the United States Navy, for
example, of translucent plas
tic balloons 100 ft. high to
lcarr:.r electronic instruments
aloft in parachutes and left
|to drift in the inlense winds
of the siratosphere, may well
have created alarming spee
tacles,

Research itself puts into
|the skies objects almost as
slrange as those how coming
out of planetarv ficlion, The
controversy has stimulated
inventive hoaxers.
| There may be a rat'onal
‘and harmless explanation for
every authenticaled peculia-
'rity observed in the seven
| years gince the saucers grip-
' ped current popular imagina-
‘tion, But, despile the scep-
| tism of eminent authorities,
learned inquiries go on
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